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Strasbourg, European parliament
Tuesday, July 14, 2009

Dear Colleagues,

Thank you for electing me President of the European Parliament, for me it is both an enormous challenge
and a great honour.

Thank you for those who have voted for me. | will do everything not to disappoint your trust.

For those of you who did not vote for me, | will try to convince you to me. | wish to work with all of you,
regardless of political convictions. | count on your support.

Thank you Mrs Svenson for taking part in this election, and for our discussions.

Two of our colleagues, Mario Mauro and Graham Watson who stood as candidates, resigned earlier in
order to strengthen the unity of our House. This was a profound gesture.



Mario, | know how important for you Human Rights are. In my homeland, Solidarnos¢ was born, a great
movement for human rights which was possible thanks to the lessons of Pope John Paul Il. For me this

will also be a priority.

Graham, you spoke about the necessity of change in the European Parliament, of the need for reform. Of
the need to involve in the European project our citizens who are becoming more and more indifferent. |

will make sure that together we will do everything we can to change this.

Dear Colleagues,

Today is 14 July, the national day of our fellow Members from France, 220 years after a revolution whose
message was three words: Liberty, Equality and Fraternity; words which ring out loud and clear in today's

European Union.

This is a great day, above all in symbolic terms.

The Members of the European Parliament have decided to confer this great responsibility on a

representative of a Central and Eastern European country.

Allow me to speak of my own experience for a moment. Many years ago, | used to dream of becoming a
member of the Sejm when Poland became free once again. | now hold the office of President of the
European Parliament, which is something | could never have dreamed of back in those days. Which

shows how our continent of Europe has changed.

| see my election as a signal to our countries - to Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Romania and Bulgaria. | also see it as a tribute to the millions of citizens of
our countries who refused to give in to a hateful system. | see myself as a representative of all of those

countries.

Twenty years ago, in the summer of 1989, Solidarno$¢ won the battle for a free and democratic Poland,
sparking off an autumn of change in Europe and the pulling down of the Berlin Wall. Once upon a time,
we on one side of the Iron Curtain struggled for freedom and democracy. You, on the other side, helped
us politically and through small, but extremely important, gestures of support, sending us aid parcels. And

it worked!

For the past five years, we have been working together to build a united Europe. There is no 'us' and

'you'. We can say loud and clear that this Europe belongs to us all.



| spoke earlier of responsibility. Each of us in the European Parliament has been entrusted with a little
power. But power means above all responsibility towards our citizens. | am fully aware of the
responsibility that | bear. The Union's citizens have placed their trust in us. On the big issues, we need to
stand in defence of democracy. On the bread-and-butter issues, the people of Europe expect us
politicians to resolve this crisis, and we must set about doing so immediately. People want jobs. The
employment issue is our central focus. Our voters want to know that when they turn the gas tap on, the
gas will be there. And so energy security is essential. Our citizens are worried that we, like Asia, Africa

and the Pacific, will be hit by the effects of climate change. We have to tackle climate change.

Europeans know peace and stability do not depend only on us. Whence the importance of the
Mediterranean region, the Eastern Partnership and Latin America, as well as the strategic partnership
with the United States and emerging world powers. If we are to tackle all of this with any hope of success,
we need the Lisbon Treaty, because the Union needs to be well organised and effective, as does the

European Parliament.

Thirty years ago, our Parliament was directly elected for the first time. The new Parliament's President
was the Frenchwoman Simone Veil. We must be mindful at all times of the need to create an environment
in which women could play a full role in public and professional life without having to sacrifice being
mothers or having a family life. Simone Veil said at the time that:

'All the states of the Community today face three major challenges: peace, freedom and well-being, and it
seems that only the European dimension can enable them to deal with these challenges'. Those same

challenges are still with us 30 years on. We must face up to them.



